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(a) Forced Labor Camp at_selct

R. “The village of J2lczZ, lies some 35 km southeast of Wroclaw, in the Olawa district.
The nearest railvay etation ig at Milcezyce. Prior to World War TT %“he Krupp

'Schwenterwerk"

duriug wWowis ~ar Ilo
| ‘

fﬁctory producing grenades stood near Jelcz. It was hesvily dameged
St §

[P

3. “At the end of 1951 and the beginning of 1952, the construction of one~-story barracks
for political and criminal prisczers wuo started around the factory. In late autumn
1952, the whole area had already the character of a forced lahor camp. It was
surrounded with a barbed-vire fence. Within the enclosure stocd more than ten rosi-
dential barracks for the prisoners, separated bi; a high well from the remaining aresa.

+y

reconstruction o

i The prisoners, wio numbered at that time about
f two factory halls and partly on motor lorry repairs in a third

000, were employed por®y on the

hall that had been previously restored. Two more factory halls stand outeide the

barbed-wire enclosurec.
age is too serious.

h. “Among tt::e prisoners
ordinary| criminals,
after investigations o

It ip vhought that these will not be restored, %8 the war dam-

ars a certain numberf of Germaps ccnvicted for war crimes; 48 Well &9
anc many people sentenced for ‘economic sabolage and abuses'
£ the Special Commigeion. Many prisoners are serving short

sentences, but-there are also men convicted to 10 years.
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"The comstruction of‘ﬁriaoner}s_’,_h*rmcks has been rather a shoddy job. fThe prisoners ‘ ™
are urged to hurry as 'the S are destinsd for convicts who do not need so0lidly

constructed accommodation'. \(l‘ﬁa;t is the officia) explanation made by be supervisors).

-Phe barracks are dividead intq ToOms sbout 100 sq meters in size, each accommodating ‘

4o-50 orironers. The men alqep on two-tiered iron bunks with straw mattresses. There -
|

ie a?c'arpely ny other furnitu‘re-

. L Lo 3 ‘

“The prisoners are paid for their Work. Adout three-fourths of their wages are
deducted for the costs of their maintemance in the camp. About .ie-half of the remain- :
der is ‘paid to the prisouers'\; savings accounts to be given to them on the day of their ' E

‘nleaag. The remainder may be spent in.; the canteen.

"Prisoners are allowed “o receLLve parceljs an® mopey from ¢
allowed to correspond, but manv o he ne lettars A4

heir families.
o not reach them

50X1-HUM

etters addresagd to prisoners.

: Hcrgavo‘-z'ydowo.cAmp J 1
“Near the villages of Wargowo|and Zydowo, in Oborniki district,is a new labor camp,

the constructinn of which was: started in 1952. .The two enormous local barns belonging
to local PGR's have beer convasged into;1iving quarters for the Jjprisoners. The

local people bave been irformed thrt the_inmates of the camp will be engaged in digging
peat from the neighborng boge}. Peat-digging wachines have been brought there.

i

Wroclaw-Kleczkownaka, Street Prison«

-"In the prison at Ne 1, Ulicel Kleckmrah in Wroclaw there is a forced labor camp

-which employs the pris~nars. |The average number of inmates is about 2000. More than

half are considered 'political criminale'. The prisoners receive no Payments for
their work. Their wages go to pay the c:ost of their maintenance. This is a bad
bargain, since the food is bad and inadequate and the living comditions unhealthy.

.There 18 a serious spread of lung diceades among the prisoners. The only exception

|
|
Labor Camps in Warsaw j

is the prigon carpentry shops where the workers get small cesh wages. : ¢

"The ~entral administration of‘ all Warsaw labor camps is located in the Centralny
Obox Pracy or C.0.P. This is also a transit camp for.new prisopers, who spend a

short time there before being mesi~mad to cns of th: working camps. AL the Cor.

is the central hospital for al‘l forced 1ftborera in Warsaw. :

; | .
"§o. 1 Camp is at Sluzewiec. ‘ (Previously this number was used Zor the camp &t
#olovwska Street, which has bee‘n liquidated.) .

|
Mo 2 Camp 15 in Uld s Podcho;mzych Very small,
No 3 Camp 18 in the b " ing.of the former Tobacco Nonopoly adjoining the COP

_on one side, and the ? F Geslowka Prison on the other. About 3000 priccners.

Their production includes conc%ate construction blocks. '
o | i
No. & Coamp 18 at No 2 Ulica Gornoslaska, in the former Opel Factory. About 800 prisomers.
: i
Camp No .1 (Bluzewiec ‘ :
Camp No .1 (Bluzewiec) | 3
"At Mo 1 (8luzewiec) the number of iumates ranges botweenm 1200 and 1400. Abocut half
ere common criminals doing ahozfm sentences. The next largest group are persons sen~
| i
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tenced for ‘economic abusks snd sabotage'. Apart from professionsl hlack-marketcers
and speculators, this group includes many decent merchants, industrialists , artisans
end ‘kulal's' who are maimy simple peasants who have resisted collectivization. There
are a few German war criminals, a few soldiers punished for such offences &5 AR s -
and a smTl group of iza coavicted for vagrency, be=gging etc.

"The prisoners work on state construction projecis. A state-owned enterprise whizh
wishes 10 employ forced labor mmst prepare the building site as if it were part og
a forced labor camp, le surround it with barted wire and erect watch-towers for

the guards. The enterprise also provides motor transport to take the prisoners |

i

daily to and from work. ‘

On leaving and returning to the camp, the prisoners are subjected to & personal Tsearch.
According to the existing regulatioms, 2 prisoner fulfilling 125% of the normsl |

norws of work should get & rediction of his sentence; i avery day in which he

has fulfilled .25% of his work is the equivalent of two days of his sentence. The
norms are high. For exemple, .ne working norm.for a bricklayer 18 to build 2.5 I
meters of wall in eight hours. Meny men work hurriedly wnd carelessly, which ‘
regsults in a bad job. There has been a gemeral deterioration in the building industry
due to such 'speed-up' methods of work. Actuslly the authorities have chaated wany
prisoners in the calculation of the: resduction of their sentences. When the dates

>

_come for a prisoper's raleasq he is frequently kept longer under all sorts of ‘

pretexts. The tendency to exploit the prisorers to the utmost is obvious. |

|
"Every two weeks, the cemp regulaticns give all the prisoners the right to receive
vigits from their families. In practice, this regulation does not work well. Thare
are no arrangemente in the camp to handle the influx on Sundays between 4w and
L pm. The visits can be held in one swall hut vhere two prisoners at a:time may
speak to their relatives through a double row of netting - with a space of nearly
a yard in between=-and two better trusted prisoners may it at & wide table tacin:a
their visitors. .
The theorstical half-hour visit depends on the caprice of the sscurity "guards,; wed
can shorten it to a few minutes for a prisoner considered ‘unreliablet and extond
it for a 'trusted’ prisoner. A prisoner can.be deprived o1 the right to receive visits
for several weeks as & punishment for miochehavior Some of the priscners must work
on Bunday. Some unlucky prisoners are not allowed to ses & viaitcr for months. | On
the other hand, discreet bribec often make thinga easler. However, regulations to
the prisoners' advantage sve only executed for those priscaers who enioy o good j
opinion among the security network. A 'bad? prisoner, who 1is conn:d&hﬁ'pcnticqny
unreliable, cannot get an eorlier release, although he has earned it; cannot ses
his relativen even 1f ih2y have come from the other end of Poland to seq him; and
must resign himself to sceing the results of daily work falsified Dy the controllers
calculating the fulfillment of norms. |
"The behavior of the prisonérs is obsarved by the 'opecial guards’ (SPEC) from lhc
political-educaticnal department, who have detailed personal records of esch inmate.
An extensive network of spie: works for them. Some of the spies are ‘official' [and
known to everybody; they are -he prisoners who have been entrusted with va.rioul‘culp
functions. The othera are secret spies, whom the prisoners usually recognize by the
specinl privilegas xrav ~d them < loangar v'~*+a), They irclude many common

eriminals The Volksdeutsskes 8lac make good spisc,
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"To obtain a good mark in the encurity recaords, it ds necqeaary to behave well during

_the political indoctrination coyrses, which take two hours every weokoday. Articles

are read from the newapapers allowed 1n the camp (in Sluzewiec, only“&ragg Ludu
and *Tolnosc) or some  propaganda pmgphlqtn and hanka. A d'iau:umitm Tollows. : ow

., «Tying to gain the good graces of the paldvical-s usatiom - ' --ficers, deliver
long harangues praising all ‘Bavieta a.nd COLMMLLIBUE ‘auu m.uuuucmg everrt:hins Western. i

Throughout the day political propaganda. is also broadcast through radio loudspeakers
installed in every barrack. -The camp| }ws its own radi~ relay station, which works
from the morning roll-call st ¢ am . until 1C pm. All *current orders and instructions
are also announced throush theae A.audapea.kersu |

"The Sluzewiec camp has a special Bez.tion for Germans who await repatriation to the
NRD, usually after serving sentences i-x various Polish prisons. These Germans are:
treated as internees and are nct obliged to work, but many of them prefer to work

to earn a little money. The prisoners a.re/engnged on variocus State building projects.
The most important work is that perfomed Tor the Security organs on orders from

the Ministry of Security. To such constructions are assigned the best materials
available ir the country. If the vov-% is done wrong, it is unmade and started arew.

|
"Barczewo Prison -(Germsn name: Warteaburg).

Barczewo 16 &n old German prieon, loca.t.ed in a small town in the Olszten dilstrict.
The number of prisoners held there was estimated in spring 1953 at about 1500. Over

‘half are political prisoners. The p*ismns overcrowded., Five or six prinoners sleep

in the former single cells. They sleep on mitsresses on the floor. These 'single
celle! are used for prisoners with long sentences. The prisoners with short terms
live in common cells; some sleep in beds - as a Tule, two in one bed; some have to
lie on the floor. These short-ternm prisoners work in the prison workehops as car-
penters and locksmiths. There is also!a bookebinding vorkshop used mainly for
Communist Political literature. } ‘

\
"The working prisonars are more privileged than the others, because they earn a little
money with vhich they can shop in the | prison canteen. They also receive a larger
dally bread ra.ion. ‘ .

Il

“Phe percentage of German prisoners i;n this nrison is ha gh

|
|

Bytom Forced Labor Camp |

"Forced laber camp in Bytom is fal rly‘ new. Its formati~n wae probably a direct
result of the underfulfillment of production plans by the Dymitrov mine - former
Centrum mine- in Bytom during 1951-52. The camp is near the mine and is administored
by the authorities of Bytom Prison. The number of inmates ie about 1,200 They work
in the mine in three daily :hifte, and a great stress is laid on the fulﬂllmnt of
stiff working noxms. The prisoners a.re often kept at vork after their reguiar C
working hours are ended.

Monteluppi Prison, Krakcw ‘

|
“The Monteluppi Prison in Kzrakew ..as A separate section: knmm a8 the 'UB prison', on

the lower floor. In this section each cell has three-tiered bunks and each prisoner
has a place t0 sleep. On the higher ?loors is the general priaon in which political
and criminal offenders are mixed up in common cells. This part of the prison 18 so
overcrowded that tvo or three men nuet. use one Btraw mattress on the floor. There 1is
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| | |
no difference in food rations batween the inmates of the two parts - in the over- |
| crowded part of the prison there used to be many illnesses caused bty insufficient ; g
: food and bad sanitary conditions. Theae copditions improved slighktly in 1952, when | o
| sanitary buckets were removed from the comuon cells and & water-closet system j ‘ et
! ingtalled. ) 5 1
; |
: Dwiwna 1252 i } .
aL4. "7 Dwiwna “n the Wolin dfanrict i i
NG4o .uLO & concentration cas
/ / The camp is strictly guarded by the UB and KBW. Tae whole 50X1-H
site is surrounded with a high wire fence, wish wabtch-towers at the cOrners. ! - UM
.
- 50X1-HUM

T But the suards frustrate al’ attempta to
approach or help the prisomers. It 1- wumored 5t the mortality rate in the camp
is high and that the prisnners include women. It 1s also sald Thav tne first batchl
of inmates to arrive at Dniwna Jere anti-Communists caught by Coxmunist partisans
and brought over to Poland to die by starvfation and

B
1 neglect. ; ) b !
| G | B 50X1-HUM

Grudziad: Prison !

25. "At Grudziadz is on~ of the largest women's prisons in Pyi.nd. It is located at
Ulica 1-)Szej Aruil wojska Folskiego. The avirage numver of inmates is 600-800.
i They are «.ployed in various prison workshops. Thear work is badly paid. They i
| have meagre food. The cells are overcrowded. It is estimated that a majority P
) of these women prisoners serve sentences larger than three years. There i & certain
percentage of common criminals, but the most common offence is thatv of ‘complicity’
in economic or politicel crimes; which means that the prisoner's husband was charged
with such a crime and she berself was imprisoned on the principle of collective i

i family responsibility.

Golonog Priaon

26. "Workehopo hava boon developed in tho prison of Golonog. Until recently, the P
accopiad practice had bean to omploy in thi orkshops only prviscners with short-term
sentences. Now there is avidence that ale hose convicted for longer torms, anl |

even those sentenced for life, 1f akilled one of the needed profameions,are allove

to work. i

Jelcza Labor. Cam !
|

27. "The Jolcza cemp, eituated sbout 38 km esst of Wroclaw, is on the site of a metellur-
gical factory novw surrounded with a high brick wall. The prisoners - about 300 of
them at the end of 1952 - wre employed in the construction of barracks for mOTe® |
prioconers (presuged future capacity of the camr - about 2500) and the reltontion{ ‘
of dawaged factory halls. At the beginning of 1953 some free workers were also
engaged on the ropairs of the ractory. But it i thought “het when qouplemly I
renovated, the plant will be operated exclraively by forced labor. | .

h
i
|
|
|
i
|

Raciborz Prison

. I
28, "The Raciborz Prison (Ratibor) in Upper Silecsia holds about 1800 pruscmere in
Tty ovarcrowded quaxrters. Most ars political priascners. There are also
2%0~300 Germans convicted for war crimes. The prison suthorities run & workshop |
meking uniforms for the army. The working moTas oro extremely high.: If thay are -

not fulfilled, the prisoner is deprived of the right to buy extra food in the prl—on
! canteen. ! .
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Szczacin Prisons o 1 g
29, “The ordinary prieon in Szczecin is in Debie district at Ulica omorsica. There is an e

UB prison in thé UB Headquarters con Ulica Melopolska. Both are reputed very over- i
crowded with sometimes ac wany as fourteen ren in a cell for hjro.

i

Siedlce Prison i

30. "The Siedlce Prison is a mixed prison for men and women. In lz;.te autumn 1952 the
women's cection was enlarged. Many female political priboners were brought from
Warsaw to serve their sentences there. The Siedlce prison has'a vevv large tailoring
workshop which makes mainly uniforms for KBW officers. They arrive-at the prison
already cut, and the inmates put them together. The workshop emplys some 150-200
men. There was an attempt to employ women too, but the work proved too hard for
them and they were too slow. N ' oo

‘ ‘
Wilkow Labor Camp i a

31. "At Wilkow in the Wroclaw voivodship there is a forced labor cénp. The inmates are
employed in an iron mine nearby. This mine is o0ld and nearly exhausted. The
instaellation. and safety devices are rather ancient. Nothing new is Velng done to
improve the conditions, as it 18 not considered worth while. The fo:.ed labor
prisoners work in the mine along side a certain number of free ‘miners, with whom
their relations are friendly. The votal number of inmates in the Wilkow Cuzp is
about 1000, all with short sentences. There is a large percentjage of army soldiers
and NCOs punished for offences against military discipline. They are accomodated |
separately and handled in a muc* harthar ay then the other prigoners."

1 ‘
i [
~eRd- i

S0X1-HUM

U8 OFFICIALS ONLY
CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION

-

S ERIERNS Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/03/11 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500210225-6




